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Tips On Growing Bulbs
This is our quick guide to planting bulbous plants. If you have any further questions, please call us on 01822 834680 or email mark@trecanna.com
BACKGROUND – Bulbous plants exist so that they can hide beneath the ground for part of the year using the bulb as a storage organ, enabling the plant to withstand periods of draught or cold. There are many types of underground storage organs such as tubers, corms, rhizomes, or true bulbs – but here we will refer to them all as ‘bulbs’.

THE GOLDEN STORAGE RULES – NEVER take your bulbs home and forget. Plant as soon as you can – with the exception of tulips which are best left until Oct/Nov. If you are not ready to plant, open the bags and keep in a cool & airy but frost-free place.
PLANTING DEPTH – As a general rule you should plant your bulbs at a depth that is 3 times the height of the bulb. So if your bulb is 2” (5cm) tall, plant it in a hole 6” (15cm) deep. There are exceptions to this rule – most Lilies and Crown Imperials should be planted at least 10” deep, whilst Lilium candidum, Eremurus and Scilla peruviana should be planted with the tip of the bulb at soil level. 
HOW FAR APART? -  Bulbs look more natural if they are not planted in blocks or in regimented rows. With smaller bulbs the best effect is obtained by digging a wide hole to the correct depth, then scattering a handful of bulbs into the hole, planting them wherever they land (even if some are bunched together). With larger bulbs a good rule of thumb is to plant either in clumps, of 3 to7 bulbs at a distance of twice the bulb height. 
SOIL PREPARATION – Rot is the biggest enemy of bulbs, and this is often caused by poor drainage. Dig your planting hole 50% deeper than required and then infill the base of it with plenty of grit or coarse sand – this will often enable bulbs to thrive, even in wet clay soils. It does not go amiss to add some organic food when planting.   
WHICH WAY UP? – True bulbs are fairly easy - plant with the pointed side up. Rounded tubers such as cyclamen can be less obvious as the roots appear from all over however you can normally detect the leaf buds in a depressed area on top. Don’t worry if you end up with a few bulbs the wrong way round as most will correct themselves in time!   

AFTERCARE – Don’t remove leaves from your bulbs until they have died back or until at least 6 weeks after flowering. It is not essential to dead-head finished blooms however if you have time, this will channel all the energy into next years blooms. When naturalising bulbs, do not dead-head. A sprinkling of ‘bone meal’ in February will help to give your bulbs a boost at the right time. Apply a 2” bark mulch to tender varieties in October to help protect the young shoots. 
ENJOY YOUR BULBS FROM TRECANNA!
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